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Question:

Alsalamu alaikum,
What is the ruling on doing zikr out loud, individually and in a group setting?

Jazakum Allahu Khairan

Answer:

Wa'alaykum al-Salam wa Rahmat Allah wa Barakatuh.

In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, The Most Merciful.

The generality (iflag) of the Qur’anic verses and Prophetic ahadith # allow for dhikr to

be performed audibly, silently, individually, in congregation, and in all places.'

!'al-Hasan b. Mansiir Qadr Khan, Fatawa Qadr Khan, 1* ed. ed. Salim Mustafa al-BadiT (Beirut: Dar al-
Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, 2009), 1:146:
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Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Shihab Ibn al-Bazzaz al-Kardari, Fatawa al-Bazzaziyyah, 2™ ed. (Quetta:
Maktaba-i Majidiyyah ‘Td Gah Road, 1403/1983), 6:379:
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Muhammad Amin b. ‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-*Aziz ‘Abidin, Radd al-Muhtar ‘ala al-Durr al-Mukhtar, 2™ ed.
(Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 1412/1992), 1:660:
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Shihab al-Din Mahmiid b. ‘Abd Allah al-Aliist, Rith al-Ma‘ani, 1* ed. ed. ‘Alf ‘Abd al-Bari (Beirut: Dar al-
Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, 1415), 4:379:
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The ruling given herein is based on the interpretation of Islamic Law and is not intended to be an interpretation of any other laws (local, national or
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Moreover, “dhikr”, as a concept, is very broad and encompasses many righteous acts

such as the adhan, khutbah, talbiyah of Hajj, the takbirat, and, even more commonly, the

) )

recitation of the Qur’an. These “adkhar’ are performed aloud without question.?

Hereunder are provided several nusiis (statements of revelation — both recited (mat/it) and
non-recited (ghayr matlii)] that demonstrate the permissibility of the aforementioned

variables.

Dhikr in a Group (majalis)
1.
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And, we subjugated the mountains, reciting fasbih with Dawid, and the birds [likewise.]
2.
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... On the authority of al-Agharr b. Abti Muslim that he said: I testify concerning Abtl
Hurayrah and Abii Sa‘1d al-Khudri that they testified concerning the Prophet # that he
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Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Isma‘1l al-Tahtawi, Hashiyat al-Tahtawt ‘ala Maraqt al-Falah, 1* ed. ed.

Muhammad ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Khalidt (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Iimiyyah, 1418), 318:
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2 Abii al-Hasanat Muhammad ‘Abd al-Hayy al-Laknawt, Sibahat al-Fikr, 7" ed. ed. ‘Abd al-Fattah Abu

Ghuddah (Cairo: Dar al-Salam, 1430/2009), 27.
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said: “No people sit remembering Allah, mighty and majestic is He, except [that] the

angels envelope them, mercy covers them, and tranquility descends upon them — and,
Allah mentions them among those who are with Him.”

3.
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...On the auhthority of Abli Hurayrah who said: The Messenger of Allah # said: “Indeed,
to Allah belong angels who go about the paths searching for the people of dhikr. Then,
when they find a people remembering Allah, they call out to one another: Come to your
need!”
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...On the authority of Abt Sa‘1d al-KuhdrT who said: Mu‘awiyah came out upon a circle
[of people] in the masjid, and said: What has caused you to sit here? They said: We have
sat remembering Allah. He said: Do [you swear] by Allah that only that has caused you
to sit? They said: By Allah, only that has caused us to sit. He said: Lo! I have not sought
oath from you out of suspicion of you. None at my stature with the Messenger of Allah =
is less than me in narrating from him 2. Indeed, the Messenger of Allah ¥ came out upon
a circle of his # companions, and said: What has caused you to sit here? They said: We
have sat remembering Allah and praising him for his guiding us to Islam, and [what] he
has favored us with. He said: Do [you swear] by Allah that only that has caused you to
sit? They said: By Allah, only that has caused us to sit. He said: Lo! I have not sought
oath from you out of suspicion of you; however, [the matter is that] Jibr1l has come to me
and informed me that Allah, mighty and majestic is He, is boasting to the angels about
you.
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...On the authority of Anas b. Malik [it is transmitted] that the Messenger of Allah &
said: When you pass by the gardens of Paradise, then graze. They said: What are the
gardens of Paradise? He said: The circles of dhikr.
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...On the authority of Abli Hurayrah who said: The Prophet # said: Allah, exalted is he,
says: | am as my servant thinks of me. Thus, if he remembers me within his self, I
remember him within my self. And, if he remembers me within a group, I remember him
within a group that is greater than them.

Majalis of Dhikr in the Masjid
1.
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...And, masajid in which the dhikr of Allah’s name is made in plenty
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And, who is more unjust that he who obstructs from the masajid of Allah, that His name
be remembered within them?

3:
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...On the authority of Abii Sa‘1d on the authority of the Prophet # who said: Allah,
majestic and high is He, says: The people of the today’s gathering shall soon know who
the people of honor are. Then, it was said: who are the people of honor, O Messenger of
Allah #? He said: The people of the gatherings of dhikr within the masajid.

Dhikr Jahri (audibly)

1;
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And, Dhii al-Niin [had we given authority and knowledge], when he had left in anger and
thought that we would never restrict [the matter] for him, [but, who] then called out

[being] within the [many layers] of darkness: There is no god but you, glorified be you;'
indeed, [ was of those who had done wrong.

2.
(Y20 2006 b 53, Daimy lo s s 3 2Ly, 53,
And, mention your lord within yourself in awe and fear, not [extremely] loud.

This verse is understood in context of another: and, neither make your prayer [extremely]
loud nor [extremely] quiet; [rather] seek a path between that [al-Isra’:117.] This shows

that a balanced median must be observed.

3.
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3 Hence, the alif lam al- ahdi.
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Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah said: a people saw a fire in the graveyard, so they came to it. Behold!

[There was] the Messenger of Allah # within the grave, and behold! He # was saying:
Hand me your companion. Behold! It was a man who who would raise his voice in dhikr.
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During the days [of Dhii al-Hijjah,] Ibn ‘Umar and Abt Hurayrah would go out to the
market while making takbir [proclaiming, “Allah akbar”] and the people would proclaim
takbir alongside their takbir.

3.
(bl % b wasm ) i g3 A ) ) I e 35 0 Jo 5

... Then, the people of the house proclaimed a takbir that the people of the masjid [could]
hear.

Apparently Contradictory Evidence

There are some reports that seem to contradict the permissibility demonstrated above.
However, these narrations are contextual. For example, they may speak to those
circumstances in which the dhakirin (those engage in dhikr) incorrectly assign a higher
legal value to the act than the general one established by the aforementioned nusiis.
Additionally, there are adab (etiquette) relating to the time, place, and method of dhikr

Jjahrt. If these adab are not observed, prohibition is clearly warranted.*

* Sibahat al-Fikr fi-I-Jahr bi-I-Dhikr, 27, 31-44; Muftt Rida’ al-Haqq, Ghars al-Ashjar li-Athmar al-Jahr
{?i—l-Adhkﬁr, ed. Muhammad Ilyas (Karachi: ZamZam Publishers, 2009), 110-61.
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There are nusiis that indicate the virtue in silent dhikr (israr.) This does not detract in any
way the issue at hand; for, the prescription depends upon the patient and the

circumstance.’

Adab of Dhikr in the Masjid

There are adab that must be observed when engaging in dhikr jahri in the masjid. The
dhikr must not be performed aloud if there are people engaged in other ‘ibadat or there
are people resting. Essentially, there must be no harm or annoyance caused to other

attendees of the masjid.®

Benefits of Dhikr Jahrt

1. Ifalso performed in congregation, the dhdakir’s mention will be made in a higher .
gathering by Allah, exalted is He, himself.
2. The benefit of the dhikr is transitive, and effects all those who listen.

3. The heart is more preserved from heedlessness and is energized.’

Further Reading

For more information, please refer to the following sources:

1. Imam al-Suyuti, Jalal al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Abi Bakr. “Natijat al-Fikr fi-1-
Jahr bi-1-Dhikr,” in al-Haw1 li-I-Fatawt. 1% ed. Ed. ‘Abd al-Latif Hasan ‘Abd al-
Rahman. 2 vols. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, 1421/2000.

2. Imam al-Laknawi, Abii al-Hasanat Muhammad ‘Abd al-Hayy. Sibahat al-Fikr. 7"
ed. Ed. ‘Abd al-Fattah Aba Ghuddah. Cairo: Dar al-Salam, 1430/2009.

3 Sibahat al-Fikr, 28.
¢ Ghars al-Ashjar, 88.
7 1bid., 90-1, 46-8.
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3. Mufti Rida’ al-Haqq. Ghars al-Ashjar li-Athmar al-Jahr bi-1-Adhkar. Ed.
Muhammad Ilyas. Karachi: ZamZam Publishers, 2009.

And Allah Knows Best

A Al N IS
Mufti Hisham Dawood

Corroborated by

Q.

Shaykh Amin Kholwadia

Darul Ifta’, Darul Qasim
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